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A pair of Chicago-based law firms will
be ringing in the new year with a new
partnership.

SmithAmundsen LLC and Madsen,
Farkas & Powen LLC announced Monday
that they will merge their practices on Jan.
1. Both firms said the merger will help
them better serve clients in the aviation
and aerospace industries. 

Alan L. Farkas, a partner at Madsen,
Farkas & Powen, said a total of seven
attorneys and several staff members from
his law firm will move to SmithAmundsen,
where they will serve on the firm’s new
aerospace group. 

Madsen, Farkas & Powen, which has
offices in Chicago and St. Louis, specializes
in complex litigation, aviation law and
business disputes. SmithAmundsen is a 140-
attorney law firm that focuses on litigation,
business services and a variety of industries.
It is based in Chicago with offices
throughout the Midwest, including one that
opened this year in the St. Louis area.

Glen E. Amundsen, SmithAmundsen’s
chairman and chief executive officer, could
not be reached for comment Monday
morning. In a prepared statement, he said
the addition of Madsen, Farkas & Powen’s
aviation practice “is a great strategic
addition to the firm that enables us to

serve a new segment of the transportation
industry.” 

“These lawyers have a well-deserved
reputation as one of the most highly
regarded aviation practices in the country,”
Amundsen said. “They will enhance the
services we offer clients in a number of
sectors, especially those with any
exposure to airports, airlines or general
aviation operations or equipment related
legal problems.”

Farkas said the merger is the result of a
process that developed over the past year.
It makes sense for both firms, he said. 

His firm’s expertise in the aviation and
aerospace industries, Farkas said,
compliments some of SmithAmundsen’s
current practices areas, such as its work
with the commercial trucking industry. 

Farkas said not only is Chicago home to
a lot of companies with their own aviation
departments, but there is also an
intersection of the law between ground-
based transportation and aviation. 

In addition to the merger’s benefits on
SmithAmundsen, Farkas said it also allows
his law firm to better serve its clients by
branching out to other areas of the law. He
said the merger will not negatively impact
his firm’s existing clients.

“Their work will be done by the same
attorneys at the same rates,” he said. “If
anything, it will improve efficiency and

service. It’s nothing but positive for
them.”

Farkas said he and his law partner,
Brandt R. Madsen, will co-chair
SmithAmundsen’s aerospace group. 

The group will include Madsen, Farkas
& Powen attorneys Suzanne J. Massel,
Michael S. McGrory, Anna M. Panchenko
and Michael S. Shapiro. In addition,
Kenneth L. Cunniff will join
SmithAmundsen in an of-counsel capacity.

These attorneys account for seven of
the 11 attorneys listed on Madsen, Farkas
& Powen’s website. The remaining
lawyers aren’t going to the new firm.

According to SmithAmundsen, its
aerospace group will “advise clients on
legislative affairs affecting the aerospace
industry, administrative rulemaking,
regulatory compliance/ enforcement
concerns, business deals and aircraft
transactions, and aerospace litigation
matters.”

This group will offer a wide range of
services to the aviation industry, which
ranges in members from airports and pilots
to cities and insurers who underwrite
aviation risks. 

Farkas said under the merger, he and
the other Madsen, Farkas & Powen
attorneys will be based in
SmithAmundsen’s Chicago office at 150 N.
Michigan Ave. 
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